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INSTANT MARKET NEWS --- Prices paid to growers and other applicable pecan information is available by calling the 
following recorder:  Albany, GA (229) 436-8781.  
 

PECAN IMPORTS FROM MEXICO 1/ THROUGH TEXAS CROSSING POINTS 
Shown in 1,000 lb  units  each 

         
 Weekly Total 2008 Crop Crop Season *** Crop 
 Aug 

01- 
Sep Sep Sep  

28- 
Oct Oct Oct Total To Date  Final 

 Sep 13 14-20 21-27 Oct 04 05-07 08 09 2008 2007 2007 
           
Pecan-In-shell 410 260 160    300 170  40  40 1,380 1,990 44,590 
Pecan-Shelled 6520 870 1050 1220 530 120 220 10,530  2,480 44,180 
           
1/  Country of Origin not specified.   *** Crop season as defined by USDA runs from August 1 to July 31.  
 Source: U.S.D.A. Federal-State Market News Phoenix, Arizona 

 
PECANS - PRICES PAID TO GROWERS 
 
Georgia   (via Thomasville, Georgia) 
 
  The initial harvest of the 2008 pecan crop began in late September in scattered areas of South and Middle Georgia on 
the Pawnee variety in well managed orchards on irrigated acreage. Shortly thereafter, the gathering of a few additional 
early varieties was noted and included Moneymaker and Seedling. The harvest in Georgia has started at a time similar to 
the norm of most years. However, some growers along the state line, particularly from Thomas County west, have had to 
work to clear their orchards from damage brought on by Hurricane Fay in late August. These growers are likely to get a 
later start to gathering than in a normal harvesting season. Losses of nuts from the storm will be significant for at least 
some growers in that area. Losses were less further north and do not appear to be significant north of Albany.  More 
growers expect to start gathering in South and Middle Georgia during the next week. Initial reports indicate that quality 
this season will be above that of last year’s very large crop of about average quality.  
  Deliveries by growers to date have been very light as most growers have either just stated harvesting or will start in the 
next few weeks. More volume is expected next week with a much more significant increase not expected until the 
following week. Demand was moderate with buying interest to date mostly from the giftpack sector looking for a few 
lots of high quality. When purchased on a meat cost basis, lots of Pawnees of appropriate unit count in lots sizes less 
than 20,000 pounds and meat yield of 56-59% mostly 56-58% sold in a wide range of about $3.80-4.05 per point. Few 
similar lots over 20,000 sold pounds sold from about $3.95-4.05 per point. A few lots of less than 20,000 pounds of high 
unit count (above 60 units) with similar meat yield sold from about $3.70-3.80 per point. Deliveries and purchase of lots 
of other Improved varieties were insufficient in number to establish market prices.   
 
Prices paid to growers (beginning of business Wednesday, October 01, 2008 thru noon Friday, October 10, 2008) at buyers 
delivery point or f.o.b. the orchard including direct sales to end users, cents per pound in-shell of generally good quality in 
lots of 20,000 pounds or less unless otherwise stated. 
 
Pawnee (deliveries light) 56-59% mostly 56-58% meat yield 213-225 few high as 236, high unit count (above 60) 207-220 
occasional higher  
 
Lots in excess of 20,000 pounds including trailer load lots: 
Pawnee (deliveries very light) 56-59% mostly 56-58% meat yield 225-236 mostly 225-227 
 
FIRST GEORGIA REPORT OF THE SEASON 
 
 

 
Markets Division 
Atlanta, Georiga 
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Pecan Production  
 
The October 1, 2008 forecast of pecan production is 204 million pounds (in-shell basis), down 47 percent 
from last year's crop and 2 percent below 2006.  Improved varieties are expected to produce 171 million 
pounds or 84 percent of the total, while native and seedling varieties, at 32.8 million pounds, make up the 
remaining 16 percent.  The 2008 crop is expected to be smaller than last year's in most producing States 
mainly because it is an off year in the alternate bearing pattern typical of pecans.  However, production is 
forecast higher than last year in Kansas and Missouri because trees have recovered from the severe Easter 
2007 freeze, while North Carolina and South Carolina weather conditions have been much more favorable 
than last season. 
                                                                                 
Georgia's forecast, at 70 million pounds, is down 53 percent from last season's large crop, but up 66 percent 
from 2006.  Pecan trees in Georgia escaped a spring freeze but were hurt by the drought and Hurricane Fay.  
The hurricane's high winds caused limb damage and excessive rain negatively impacted some South Georgia 
growers.  Disease and insect problems have been minimal this year.  New Mexico's production forecast, at 
45.0 million pounds, is 39 percent less than last year and is down 4 percent from 2 years ago.  Pecan 
conditions for the week ending September 28, 2008 were 27 percent fair, 37 percent good, and 36 percent 
excellent.  The Texas forecast is 32.0 million pounds, 54 percent less than the 2007 crop and 32 percent less 
than 2005.  After Hurricane Ike blew a lot of pecans off of the trees, crop prospects were reduced further from 
the light crop expected from the alternate bearing pattern. 
                                                                                 
Production in Arizona is forecast at 15.5 million pounds, down 33 percent from last year, but 11 percent above 
the 2006 crop.  Smaller growers reported wind damage and lack of water.  Oklahoma production, at 13.0 
million pounds, is down 57 percent from 2007 and 24 percent below 2 years ago.  Ice storms and late freezes 
damaged trees.  Pest and disease problems were reported above normal.  Alabama's production is forecast at 
8.00 million pounds, down 20 percent from 2007, but 33 percent above 2005.  Growing conditions have been 
generally good and the State has escaped hurricane damage this season. The Louisiana forecast of 7.00 million 
pounds is down 50 percent from last year and 67 percent from 2006 mainly due to damage caused by 
Hurricanes Gustav and Ike. 
 
 
Source: Agricultural Statistics Board, NASS, USDA, Washington, D.C. October, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pecan Report Vol.  XXVII  No. 2 Page 3 Thomasville, GA October 10, 2008 
 

Pecans: Production by Variety, State, and United States, 
2006-2007 and Forecasted October 1, 2008 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
       Variety      :           Utilized Production (In-Shell Basis)             
         and        :----------------------------------------------------------- 
        State       :       2006        :       2007        :       2008         
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                    :                       1,000 Pounds                         
Improved            :                                                            
 Varieties 1/       :                                                            
  AL                :        5,400               8,700               7,000       
  AZ                :       14,000              23,000              15,500       
  AR                :        1,150               1,500                 550       
  CA                :        3,400               4,400               4,000       
  FL                :          200               1,700               1,400       
  GA                :       36,000             135,000              68,000       
  LA                :        3,500               3,000               2,500       
  MS                :        2,000               2,200                 900       
  MO                :          160                   2                 140       
  NM                :       47,000              74,000              45,000       
  NC                :          420                 160                 510       
  OK                :        5,000               3,000               2,000       
  SC                :          900               1,500               1,800       
  TX                :       33,000              44,000              22,000       
                    :                                                            
  US                :      152,130             302,162             171,300       
                    :                                                            
Native and          :                                                            
 Seedling           :                                                            
  AL                :          600               1,300               1,000       
  AR                :        1,050                 800                 450       
  FL                :          300                 200                 300       
  GA                :        6,000              15,000               2,000       
  KS                :        2,000                 500               1,500       
  LA                :       17,500              11,000               4,500       
  MS                :          500                 800                 400       
  MO                :          940                   3                 820       
  NC                :           80                  40                  90       
  OK                :       12,000              27,000              11,000       
  SC                :          200                 500                 700       
  TX                :       14,000              26,000              10,000       
                    :                                                            
  US                :       55,170              83,143              32,760       
                    :                                                            
All Pecans          :                                                            
  AL                :        6,000              10,000               8,000       
  AZ                :       14,000              23,000              15,500       
  AR                :        2,200               2,300               1,000       
  CA                :        3,400               4,400               4,000       
  FL                :          500               1,900               1,700       
  GA                :       42,000             150,000              70,000       
  KS                :        2,000                 500               1,500       
  LA                :       21,000              14,000               7,000       
  MS                :        2,500               3,000               1,300       
  MO                :        1,100                   5                 960       
  NM                :       47,000              74,000              45,000       
  NC                :          500                 200                 600       
  OK                :       17,000              30,000              13,000       
  SC                :        1,100               2,000               2,500       
  TX                :       47,000              70,000              32,000       
                    :                                                            
  US                :      207,300             385,305             204,060       
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
1/  Budded, grafted, or topworked varieties.                                  
Source: Agricultural Statistics Board, NASS, USDA, Washington, D.C. October, 2008 

THE NEXT REPORT IS SCHEDULED TO BE RELEASED ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2008. 

4:30 pm Robert J. Corwin, Local Representative 
 


